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eighteenth century, was born in 1711 as a younger son
of an old aristocratic family. He was originally trained
for the Church, but after the death of his elder brother,
he was educated for a diplomatic career. He studied
law in Leyden and Leipzig as well as in Vienna, and
then travelled in Europe.
He entered the diplomatic service in 1741, and repre-
sented Maria Theresa in Rome, Florence, and Turin,
He distinguished himself in 1742 when he negotiated
Austria's defensive alliance with Sardinia and England
against France and Spain. He was promoted to the
post of Governor of the Austrian Netherlands under
Charles of Lorraine, and he had become well known as
a skilful diplomat during the negotiations which led up
to the Peace of Aix.
Kaunitz had been odd from his youth. It is known
that his mother, a strong almost masculine woman, who
was extremely progressive for the age, paid great atten-
tion to the education of her daughters. Wenzel Kaunitz,
a younger child, and in his childhood a younger son as
well, was spoiled and petted by his sisters. His health
was delicate; he was ill so much as a boy that in man-
hood he lived in constant dread of diseases. He once
had a glass box made to fit over himself and his saddle
when he went out riding, because he was afraid that
the fresh air might make him ill. He was always afraid
of dying, and no one was allowed to mention the death
of any one in his presence. When he was a grown man
with a wife and six children of his own, he talked about
his health, or rather his ill-health, so frequently that
throughout his life—and he lived to be over eighty—he
was treated as a semi-invalid; he was unhappy unless
he was the centre of attention. Maria Theresa, too,
treated him as though he were some fragile and infinitely

